
I am always ready to lend 
an ear to others. It helps me 
understand the problems in 
real contexts

I believe that academic en-
vironment will be enhanced 
only with good infrastruc-
ture

Campus: “Low representation 
of Dalits and minorities poses 
a great threat to the diversifica-
tion of Indian media,” said em-
inent sociologist and professor 
at IIM Kozhikode A F Mathew 
while inaugurating the Com-
munication club of department 
of Journalism and Mass Com-
munication at EMS seminar 
complex on October 4. He also 
said that caste is a central cat-

egory in understanding Indian 
polity and its functioning.
   Renowned political theorist 
Prof G Aloysius delivered the 
keynote address in the semi-
nar held in connection with the 
club inauguration. “National-
ism in India has been an upper 
caste response to British impe-
rialism and it emerged when 
the Britishers began to reach 
out to marginalised communi-
ties in the region through de-

velopmental activities,” Aloy-
sius opined. He also added that 
nationalism in India has been 
used as a political mechanism 
in felicitating sectional and 
sectarian divides. 

Dr Muhammadali N, head 
of the department of Journal-
ism and Mass Communica-
tion presided over the session. 
Dr Nuaiman K A, Namitha 
Jayanth, Geethu Suresh and P 
Suja spoke.   
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How difficult was it for you to act as a Vice 
Chancellor in your home village ? 

It was not at all difficult. I am familiar 
with at least three to four generations of 
people who either studied or worked here. 
Being a neighbour, the university was ac-
cessible to me all the time including holi-
days, a rare privilege only a very few people 
get. As Vice Chancellor, I could take my 
acquaintance with the university to its next 
level and it helped me a lot in leading this 
great institution. 
What was your most rewarding achieve-
ment as Vice Chancellor?

One of our focuses was on developing 
basic infrastructure. In the initial phase of 
my tenure, girls faced a lot of problems in 
their hostels. We took it with a serious note 
and  increased the amenities. We also built 
an annexure to men’s hostel, buildings for 
schools of mathematical science, humani-
ties etc. and seminar hall in various depart-
ments. I believe that academic environment 
will be enhanced only with good infrastruc-
ture.  

Our university always strives for excellent 
academic ambience. What are the challeng-
es you  faced on this front?

People often consider the university 
only as an administrative hub to run the 
day to day affairs of affiliated colleges and 
conduct their examinations and evaluation. 
This popular perception must change. My 
dream was to increase the number of stu-

dents and faculty members. If we take the 
existing facilities available on the campus, 
our students strength is very weak. We have 
35 departments, hundred plus teachers and 
about 2000 supporting staff members. But 
the student strength is less than that of the 
employees. Our existing facilities can ac-
commodate at least 5000 students. The uni-
versity desperately is in need of a ‘critical 
mass’. Bringing more students and pro-
grammes will enhance academic vibrancy 
here. Recently we  increased the intake in 
Life Science department and started a pro-
gramme in Criminology. 

Leading a large university like ours is a 
tough job. How did you  balance  life and 
work?

As everyone else I also face difficulties, 
tensions and challenges.  But with the help 
of Almighty, the complexities and problems 
I had to face were comparatively lesser.  I 
am happy with my family as well as my 
university community. I am always ready to 
lend ears to others. It helped me understand 
the problems in real contexts. I listen to crit-
icisms as well. I never  take them personal. 
You came to academic administration after 
spending 20 years in teaching. How was 
this transition?

Now I really miss my life as a teacher. I 
always love to interact with students. Given 
the nature of this administrative responsibil-
ity, it is not possible to interact with them in 
the way I did as a teacher. 
Looking back, the most cherished moment? 

In 2017 we conducted a three-day re-
habilitation training camp for differently 
abled students of 18 years and above under 
Community Disability Management and 
Rehabilitation Programme (CDMRP). On 
the final day  their parents said to us that 
their children learned to brush teeth and 
wear clothes by themselves from the camp. 
It was a heart touching moment for me. My 
stint as the V C coincides with the golden 
jubilee year of the university. A rare and 
lucky chance.

ALWAYS AN

COMMUNICATION CLUB INAUGURATED

INSIDER
University of Calicut is a part 
of my life and I always felt that 

I am an insider of it,”says Dr K 
Muhammed Basheer, the eleventh 
Vice Chancellor of the university 
who steps down on November 20, 
2019 completing his four-year ten-
ure.  Dr Basheer,  who is born and 
brought up in the home village of 
the university talks to the Chronicle 
team Ayana M S,  Shahla Parvin T  
and Sreehari T M about his life-
long bond with the university as a 
student, researcher, teacher and 
finally as its Vice Chancellor. 

Prof G Aloysius delivering the keynote address

Geethu Suresh, Naeema

P3
Metro 

Man 
Speaks

Prof P Mohan 
Retires after 
Glorious Service 

Campus: Prof P Mohan, Pro 
Vice Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Calicut and mastermind 
of academic master plan of the 
university retires after complet-
ing 30 splendid years of aca-
demic service. 

A well known management 
expert Prof Mohan secured 
his masters and research de-
gree from UoC and joined the 
department of Commerce and 
Management Studies. He held 
many prestigious positions in 
the university including College 
Development Council Director, 
School of Distance Education 
Director, Dean of Faculty of 
Commerce and Management 
Studies, Joint Director of For-
eign Students Affairs, Member 
of the Senate and Chairperson 
of the DCMS. 

During the pro vice chancel-
lorship he was specially entrust-
ed with the supervision of exam-
ination affairs of the university 
and he successfully managed it  
in a professional fashion. 

He was the brain behind 
many policies including those 
on equivalency of educational 
programmes, intellectual prop-
erty rights, consultancy service 
to industry, and university’s 
global collaborations. His vi-
sion of a higher learning centre 
with potential for excellence is 
well reflected on the academic 
master plan he drafted for the 
university during its golden ju-
bilee occasion. 
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Whether social media should be regulated? The question 
seems all the more important as the Supreme Court direct-
ed the central government to file an affidavit on framing 
draft rules and guidelines for regulating social media. The 
SC gave this instruction while reviewing Facebook’s plea to 
review all pending cases in various High Courts in the coun-
try related to linking social media with Aadhar, the unique 
identification number. This has set a fertile ground for public 
discussions on multiple facets ranging from potentials and 
possibilities of the social media to disruptions it may pose 
to democracy as well as individual autonomy and privacy.
     Social media is often considered a powerful communica-
tion tool for expressing oneself. Experts in political commu-
nication attribute the reason for social media’s widespread 
popularity to its basic characteristics that allow people to 
speak and write freely. To explain this, they cite its role in 
many recent movements and campaigns initiated to bring 
changes in socio-political and cultural spheres across the 
nation as an example. While they argue that this has further 
democratized our societies and cultures, governments and 
autocrats see this new form of communication as a mech-
anism that triggers chaos in societies. The main argument 
of the central government in the case that the social media 
would bring ‘unimaginable disruptions’ to Indian democra-
cy can be seen as an example of its fear. 

Those who argue for greater control of social media in-
cluding governmental authorities cite the rapid increase in 
cyber-crimes in the last few years and the post Jasmine rev-
olution political disorder in many West Asian countries as 
evidences for potential disruptions. They while recognizing 
the role of social media in our societies argue that the lack of 
proper source identification and gatekeeping on these plat-
forms demands increasing intervention to ensure its respon-
sible use.   

Now the challenge before the government is how to come 
up with a list of recommendations that address both the con-
cerns – individual privacy on the one hand and the state con-
trol on the other. The nature of the government approach to 
social media definitely depends on its concept of democracy. 
Given the way the government has been dealing with the 
dissenting voices in the country in the last few years, human 
right activists are seriously apprehensive of possible official 
moves. 

Government should initiate a public discussion and con-
sultation by taking all the stakeholders in this case into trust 
before drafting the recommendations. 

Let the people speak 
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Yet another students’ union election on the cam-
pus, that celebrated the spirit of democracy at its 
peak, passed off recently. During every election, 
campaign days are a whirlwind of experiences 
and activities to everyone, be it a newcomer or re-
search fellow. Diverse and creative ways devised 
for active and vibrant campaign make elections 
more enjoyable, engaging and entertaining. Cam-
paigning strategies have seen a great change over 
time. Political organizations 
pool their brains to find ide-
as and themes that can bring 
about positive effect on their 
target audience. Most often, 
social policies or technolog-
ical innovations influence 
the formulation of campaign 
strategies from time to time.
     When it comes to the elec-
tion on our campus, green 
protocol is the most influ-
encing policy factor that re-
defined election campaign 
strategy. Once plastic boards 
were the most preferred 
communication devises for 
candidates and their support-
ers, now with the implemen-
tation of green protocol that 
bans plastic, the campaigners 
choose eco-friendly and bio-
degradable substances like 
cloth and papers for decorations. It’s a welcome 
move. It also shows student collectives’ approach 
to environmental concerns and their care and love 
for Mother Nature.  

Social media messages of diverse genres have 
become ubiquitous during election campaigns. 
The heat of the election is channeled out into 
the public through these platforms. They are ac-
tive space for political discussions and ideolog-
ical discourses and persuasive in nature when it 
comes to the dissemination of political views as 
they allow convergence of ideas with interactive 
options. Platforms like Facebook, WhatsApp and 
Instagram enable candidates to directly reach out 
to voters, mobilize supporters, and influence the 
public agenda. These recent changes in political 
communication, therefore, offer the candidates 
with a wide range of strategic choices. The in-
creased usage of online campaign has paved a 
healthier way to the concept of ‘green campus’ by 
helping in less use of paper and other stuffs that 

directly or indirectly affect the environment.
Everybody has access to the world of the in-

ternet and it  is a boon for the campaigners. But, 
how to use them effectively and creatively is the 
big challenge. Some student organizations use 
‘mass-messaging’ to maximum number of stu-
dents in shortest time while others ensure their 
share of votes by personally ringing up the stu-
dents and talking to them directly. This time, as a 

part of their creative strategy organizations intro-
duced their own profile picture frames on Face-
book.  Similarly, Instagram was used for the first 
time in this year’s campaign. Using creative hash 
tags, each organization tried to reach out to the 
students making their themes and posts trending 
ones. Organizations appoint online media coordi-
nators for digital campaigns. It shows the impor-
tance of online contents and its impact on student 
community during elections. The respective ad-
mins of online pages say that the reach of online 
posts has seen a steady increase over the past few 
years and also that it is comparatively easy to cir-
culate news and posts online. 

The introduction of the new strategies has 
changed the face of election campaigns radically.  
So far, students handled it in a responsible fash-
ion; there was no reported case of unethical use 
of social media in recent elections. The digital 
campaign ensures greener environment as well as 
creative engagement with democracy. 

Changing Face of Election Campaigns
Aravind Mohan, Geethu Suresh

Green protocol is the most influencing policy factor that 

redefined students’ election campaign strategy today

Many inmates of the campus abandon their early morning 
and night walks due to dog attacks and snake bites. We hope 

the authorities would take preventive measures at the earliest.
Abdul Nafih K K, MA Women Studies

There is an increased demand for a full fledged cultural space where 
students can organize various events at any time. It would be better if 
facilities like a film theatre and art gallery are provided to revive the 
cultural atmosphere of the campus. 
Harsha K, MLibISc  

Most of the food outlets including canteen on the campus are 
closed after 6 pm and we have to go out of the campus for food. 

It would be better if the canteen time is extended.
 Hala Mohamed Haneefa, MPhil, English

In my opinion, the Wi-fi connection is the major problem for most 
of the students. We are not able to access information required for 
our day to day works and assignments because of the poor signal 
strength.
Masbooth Raza, MSc Chemistry
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You are so widely respected across the country. How 
do you feel?

It is very nice that people appreciate our works. 
But, what I have done is not for appreciation, recog-
nition or reward, rather it was for my satisfaction and 
public interest.

 
Why did you choose Railways as a career?

In 1949, when I joined the college, engineering 
was the most sought after profession.  And, the In-
dian Railways was the most attracted employer with 
its well reputed service terms, good salary, discipline 
and facilities. Even today many of you may know, 
Indian Railways has the best professional facilities 
such as medical care, travel, housing etc.

 
Pamban bridge, Kolkata Metro, Konkan Railway, 
Delhi Metro, Kochi Metro… there are many in list of 
your accomplishments. Which was most challenging 
yet satisfying?

No doubt, Konkan Railway. It is the most diffi-
cult terrain in which railway lines have ever been 
laid in India. It was a project the British mooted, but 
remained not tried due to the difficult nature of the 
terrain. The 760 km long line has 93 tunnels, which 
shows the severity of the terrain and its undulations. 
You had a stint as lecturer in polytechnic college, 

Kozhikode. What is your view on the present edu-
cation system?

Today, people are keen to have degree just 
for getting employment, but in the process 
they don’t imbibe values and princi-
ples. When we were students, ethical 
values and character building were 
integral parts of the education. 
Today, it is miserably missing 
in our academic culture. My 
association with Polytechnic, 
Kozhikode was for six months 
only. I had to appear and pass 
the UPSC exam. For that, 
I had to remain in touch 
with the subjects. So, as 
advised by my brother, 
after graduation, I taught 
at polytechnic and that really 
helped me.
Today most of our engineering graduates are either 
unemployed or under employed. The reasons?

 Commercialization of engineering education is a 
big mistake. Currently Kerala has about 154 engi-
neering colleges, and our population is just above 
thirty million.  It means we do not need this many 
engineering colleges. Mushrooming of colleges led 
to commercialization of engineering education. Even 
private engineering colleges attract students despite 
the lack of proper facilities and faculties. Those who 
don’t get admission anywhere else go for engineer-
ing. Students in IITs perform well not merely be-
cause of their discipline or quality of curriculum but 
because of input quality of their institutions. Their 

selection procedure is strict. Why 
don’t our engineering colleges 

in Kerala bother about the input 
quality?

There was a discussion 
on extending Kochi 

Metro to Thrissur. Is it 
a feasible project?

I think it’s 
feasible. Metro 
is basically an 
intra-city traffic 
mode. It is not 
for between 
cities. Suburban 
trains are better 
for city-to-city 
service. Metros 
are so expen-
sive and if you 

start extending it to Thrissur and northwards the 
ridership won’t be much because already we have 
good rail and road connection.

 
What about the proposed semi high-speed line be-
tween Thiruvananthapuram to Kasargod?

At first it was started with a proposal for high-
speed rail line not for a semi speed line from Thiru-
vananthapuram to Kannur. I prepared the project 
report and survey. Once it is implemented you can 
travel from Thiruvananthapuram to Kannur in hardly 
three hours. It’s a mega project that demands huge 
investment. 
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CAMPUS ROUND-UP

Campus: The presence of for-
eign students and scholars is 
not new to the campus of the 
University of Calicut. Its rich 
legacy of global connection 
began with the arrival of Dr 
Walker Hill of Michigan State 
University in 1971. He was 
here to train the university staff 
in developing an efficient ex-
amination system.

It was during the same time 
university began admitting 
foreign students, particularly 
those from developing nations 
like Afghanistan, Kenya, Chi-
na, Nigeria, Libya and so on. 

As the university is cele-
brating its golden jubilee, the 
admission of foreign students 
on the campus is remarkably 
low when compared to previ-
ous years.

In the current academic 
year alone  seventeen foreign 
students took admission in var-
ious campuses under universi-
ty, but only three opted for uni-
versity campus. Though  there 
is an increase in the number 
of foreign student admissions, 
those who opt to study on the 
campus is getting lower over 
the years. 

As per the Student Welfare 
Dean’s office, that supervises 
foreign student affairs, stu-
dents from Afghanistan and 
Kenya prefer the university 
campus. Valsarajan P V, Dean 
of Student’s Welfare, opines 

that the decline in the number 
of students can be due to the 
political or other factors pre-
vailing in their countries. 

Magy Alukhava from Ken-
ya who recently completed 
her PG in Computer Science 
opines that the absence of 
proper accommodation facili-
ty is one of the reasons for the 
decrease in number of new for-
eign admissions. Presently, the 
international hostel is availa-
ble only to the male students; 
female students have to stay 
in the ladies hostel with inad-
equate facilities. She added 
that they have to depend on the 
nearby restaurants as the food 
provided in ladies hostel is not 
according to their choice. 

The Dean says  that pro-
viding international hostel for 
female students will be consid-
ered if  there is enough number 
of girl students. 

Rahimullah Sarani from 
Afghanistan, an alumnus of 
department of Commerce and 
Management Studies, says that 
foreign students are forced to 
extend their visa due to the de-
lay in publishing examination 
results. 

The collective opinion of 
the existing and former foreign 
students is that the implemen-
tation of proper facilities could 
ensure the flow of more for-
eigners to the campus.

Campus: The long-awaited 
dream of a high capacity open 
auditorium on the campus 
comes true as the authorities 
decided to launch it by the end 
of this year after completing the 
remaining final touch. The ren-
ovated and extended gathering 
space is equipped with 16,000 
sq.ft sitting area and 3050 sq.ft 
stage including green room, toi-
let, lobby, and ramp. It can ac-
commodate 4000 plus persons.

The university syndicate de-
cided to renovate the old stage 
in November 2018, utilizing 47 
lakhs rupees from State Plan 
Grant, said Assistant Executive 
Engineer K Sivadasan. “We 
already spent 41 lakhs rupees. 
Works are at the final phase.  It 
will be open for various pro-
grammes once the work is com-
plete.  Being an open auditori-
um it will not have roofing in 
the audience area,” he said. 

The remaining works would 

be completed in five months. 
We will outsource light and 
sound as per programme speci-
fications, said Anil Kumar V R, 
the Electrical Wing Executive 
Engineer.  

Campus students are look-

ing forward to the opening of 
the open auditorium. University 
Union Councilor Sajin A opines 
that once the facility is func-
tional, we can organize more 

programmes, which are usu-
ally conducted outside, on the 
campus itself. Most often the 
conduct of programmes outside 
poses security threat to students. 
The new facility will be a way 
out to this problem, he added.  

Sreelakshmi M, second year 
MA Hindi student says it will be 
more convenient for the students 
as they do not have to leave the 
campus for programmes. 

Seminar on Criminal 
Justice 
AKRSA organized a seminar on 
Crime and Criminal Justice Sys-
tem in association with depart-
ment of Psychology and Indian 
Criminology and Forensic Sci-
ence Association on November 
5. Dr Jayesh K Joseph,  famous 
criminologist and Annamma 
John, former Assistant Director 
of Regional Forensic Science 
Laboratory led the sessions.

National Botanical Con-
ference
Vice Chancellor Dr K Moham-
med Basheer inaugurated 42nd 

All India Botanical Conference 
and National Symposium on 
‘Innovations and Invention in 
Plant Science Research’ on No-
vember 6. Prof Aswini Kumar, 
President of Indian Botanical 
Society presided over the inau-
gural session. 
ASCeNd 2K19
Department of Commerce and 
Management Studies conduct-

ed National Level Management 
Fest, ‘Ascend 2K19’ on October 
15 and 16. Around 800 students 
participated in various compet-
itive events. Prizes worth 1.7 
lakh rupees were distributed 
among the winners.
Film Screening
Communication club of depart-
ment of Journalism and Mass 
Communication conducted a 
two day film fest titled ‘Silma 
Talkies’. The festival screened 
evergreen Malayalam movies of 
P Padmarajan and K G George. 

drop in Foreigners’
Admissions
Thejus Geogy Zachariah, Thushara C

                                              
Shiji M K
Open Auditorium Getting Ready          

Chronicle representatives Pradeep Kumar, 
Jaison M K and Afeefurehman V 
interact with Dr E Sreedharan

When we were students, ethical values and 
character building were integral parts of the 
education. Today, it is miserably missing in our 
academic culture

November 2019
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‘Skywalk’ Still a Dream for Campus
Naeema, Shahla Parvin T

Campus: “When I came over here for 
the first time, I could hardly find out the 
way to CHMK library. There was no 
signboard to guide me to the destination. 
Finally, a security guard helped me reach 
the library,” says Ramshina H, a research 
aspirant who frequents the library for ref-
erence.

Ramshina’s experience is not un-
common and it points to the fact that the 
signboards placed in different parts of the 
campus fail to serve the purpose as they  
are either faded or covered with creepers 
and fungi. The best example is the one 
in front of the CHMK library itself. Cov-
ered with ficus branches, it is almost un-
noticeable to anyone.  

Neither the entrance nor the boister-
ous areas of the campus such as students 
trap have signboards to guide the visitors. 
The circle on the campus diverges into 
many routes  to several departments, but 

there are no clear signboards to navigate 
them. The map placed at the circle is also 
ineffective as the paintwork has peeled 
and letters grown dull due to the lack of 
proper maintenance.  

Some departments have no signboards 
at all. For example Women Studies, Po-
litical Science and  Environmental Stud-
ies. The signboards  of the department of 
Mathematics and Physics are at a place  
which is difficult to find out.  

It is much difficult for a first timer 
to reach the desired destination without 
asking a passer-by. A security guard, who 
preferred anonymity,  has said that stu-
dents and the public who visit the uni-
versity often face problems to find prop-
er ways to reach their destinations. He 
added that it would be more beneficial if 
proper signboards are placed at spots like 
the main entrance and the students trap.

Boards Sans Signs
Signboards on the campus fail to serve the purpose

Amrutha G Pradeep,  Sangeetha Santhosh

Campus: Renowned media per-
sonality Abhilash Mohan inau-
gurated Department Students 
Union 2019-2020 on October 
3. Performances of Déjà vu mu-
sic band and funk dancers were 
the attractions. E Bithul and C 
Jayasangeeth from Folklore 
department were sworn in as 
Chairman and General Secre-
tary respectively. Other elected 
members are T G Anju (Vice 
Chairman), K Chithra (Joint 
Secretary), P Athul Krishnan 
(Fine Arts Secretary), K P Bib-
in Dev (Chief Students Editor), 
Ashik Ali (General Captain), 
A Sajin and S A Adithya (Uni-
versity Union Councillors). K 
K Subin was elected as a rep-
resentative from John Mathai 
Centre, Thrissur.

DSU 2019
launched
Asha Lekshmi S

Ineffective route map placed at the circle 

Tree branches covering the library 
signboard 

Campus: Skywalk, an ambi-
tious treetop project meant to 
offer an aerial view of the botan-
ical garden of the University of 
Calicut to the nature lovers has 
now ended up being a meeting 
hub of anti-social elements.

The 2.5-crore rupees pro-
ject named ‘Kadinarike’ (Forest 
Neighbourhood Project)  was 
initiated by Kerala Tourism De-
velopment Corporation (KTDC) 
in collaboration with the univer-
sity in 2015 during the tenure 
of the then tourism minister A P 
Anil Kumar.  But, it came to an 
abrupt end because of the disa-
greements between the universi-
ty and KTDC. 

KTDC entrusted the con-
struction of ‘Skywalk’ infra-
structure with Nirmithi Kendra, 
a government enterprise. 

Since the construction in Vil-
lunniyal was left midway leav-
ing some incomplete steel tow-
er and structures on the site, it 
failed to offer the sky view that 
it meant to. 

 “The tower has become a 
meeting place for anti-social el-
ements. They create nuisance to 
us. After repeated requests, the 
university has placed a board on 
the site prohibiting entry to the 
tower and structure, but it has no 
use,” said one of the residents of 
Villunniyal who prefers ano-

nymity.
The Botany department 

too had a similar proposal for 
a treetop project aimed at the 
sky view of the lush, green and 
panoramic botanical garden. 
The proposal was inspired by 
the Skywalk project of Singa-
pore Botanic Gardens. It was 
proposed years ago but is still 
under the consideration of the 
university. 

In reality, neither the KTDC 
project nor the Botany depart-
ment’s proposal is materialized 
so far leaving the much awaited 
Skywalk just a dream for the 
campus. 

Campus: The much awaited 
handball court of the Universi-
ty of Calicut was  opened with 
the South India Inter-Universi-
ty Women Handball Champi-
onship on November 10. Dr K 
T Jaleel, Minister for Higher 
Education, Kerala inaugurated 
the championship in which 46 
teams from various universities 
in South India participated. 

The University spent 47 
lakh rupees  for the first phase 

of the 5850 square meter court. 
The second phase includes in-
stallation of flood lights which 
will provide opportunity for the 
university to host national level 
championships.  In its orignal 
plan the court is designed in 
such a way that it can be con-
verted in two courts each for 
handball and tennis.

This is for the first time the 
university hosted South In-
dia Inter-University Handball 

Championship. “We are happy 
that we can use this facility to 
train our students,” said Dr Sa-
keer Hussain, Director of Phys-
ical Education. Cricket ground 
and hockey turf are our future 
projects. Our plan is to pro-
vide facilities to students in all 
the sport events to equip them 
for national  and international 
events, he added. 

Handball Court Opened
Campus: Aiming at creating 
an eco-friendly culture through 
sustainable solutions, the Green 
Campus Initiatives(GCI) in the 
university embarked on new 
projects in association with 
various agencies like Grama 
Panchayats, Kudumbasree units 
and social media collectives. 
  University community assist-
ed green project was started in 
2018. That year GCI under the 
leadership of Prof John E Thop-
pil of the department of Botany 
observed the World Environ-
mental Day by planting  5000 
medicinal and fruit plants in 
different parts of the campus 
with the help of Kudumbasree 
workers of  Pallikkal Grama 
Panchayat.‘Nattumanthoppil’ 
is a recent initiative carried out 
under the leadership of Suresh 
Babu K K, Assistant section 
officer of Purchase Division at 
the university which brought in 
more than fifty native mango 
varieties to the campus. “The 
project was carried out in as-
sociation with ‘Naattumaavu,’ 

a Facebook group formed with 
the aim of planting and pre-
serving native mango trees and 
making people aware of its 
benefits. The admin of ‘Nattu-
maavu’ provided us with 200 
native mango trees. Fifty out of 
them were planted on the Cam-
pus,” said Suresh Babu K K. 
  Another project in coopera-
tion with local body is ‘Pacha-
thuruth’ offered by Thenhipalam 
Grama Panchayat. As part of 
this initiative the university 
gears up to plant around thou-
sands of species on the campus 
with the help of Kudumbasree 
workers. All these are new addi-
tions to a series of environmen-
tal conservation drives imple-
mented in recent years. 
    As per ‘One student-One tree’ 
project implemented in 2015 
every student was to plant a sap-
ling during his/her stay on the 
campus. The project was a great 
success. It was extended to all 
members of campus community 
with ‘One person-One tree’ pro-
ject started in 2016. 

Tie-Ups for 
Greener Campus

SPORTS

Munawar Ali U K

University of Calicut team 
won the South India In-
ter-University Women 
Handball championship. 
Periyar University team is-
the runners up.  “Our team 
had an advantage of play-
ing the championship in our 
home ground this time. This 
led to our victory,” said So-
sim C A, University team 
coach.

UoC Bags 
Championship

Sandra C Senan

The forest eaten Skywalk site at Villunniyal
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Women Handball tournament in progress in the new court
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