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DJMC joins Google to
combat misinformation

Bhasha C Latheesh
Bravim M S

Campus: In a bid to combat the
growing menace of fake news, the
Department of Journalism and
Mass Communication (DJMC),
University of Calicut, organ-
ized a fact verification WOI‘kShOl[;
aimed at equipping students wit
the skills to detect and counter
misinformation. The event, held
under the auspices of Factlab, an
initiative of the University’s Dept.
of JMC, was conducted in associ-
ation with Factshala, a news and
information literacy program sup-
Forted by DataLEADS and Goog-
e News Initiatives. The workshop,
led by the prominent fact checker
Habeeb Rahman Y P, a research
scholar from the Department of
Journalism and Mass Communi-
cation, University of Calicut, drew
active participation from around
35 students.

Its primary goal was to raise
awareness about the detection of
false news and misinformation
disseminated through traditional

For the facts, by the people: Participants attending the fact verification
workshop at Department of Journalism and Mass Communication

press and social media platforms.
According to Shahid V K, a first-
year student of MA Journalism
and Mass Communication, the
interactive session proved to be
both enjoyable and enlightening.

“The workshop was fun-oriented
and productive, giving students
new insights into facts and fakes,”
he remarked. Students were ac-
tively engaged in a variety of
fact-checking assignments, skits,

and debates during the workshop,
all designed to enhance their me-
dia literacy and critical thinking
skills.

Dr Anupama K P, assistant pro-
fessor at DJMC, presided over the
program. The session concluded
with a vote of thanks delivered
by Aiswarya B R, a first-year stu-
dent of MA Journalism and Mass
Communication.

Inspiring Arathy
A journey of determination

Akshara G P

rathy S B, a research

scholar from the Depart-

ment of Journalism and

Mass Communication
at the University of Calicut, has
captured the spotlight by securing
a prestigious scholarship of 386
lakhs to pursue research in digi-
tal sociology at the University of
Shefhield in the United Kingdom.
Arathy is the first Indian recipi-
ent of this esteemed scholarship.
The studentship, titled “Towards a
Good Digital Society Fellowship,
provides comprehensive financial
support, including living expenses
and full coverage of tuition fees.
She was pursuing her PhD under
the guidance of Prof Muneer V,
Principal, EMEA College of
Arts and Science Kondot-
ty, when she received the
fellowship.

Arathy shared her jour-
ney to this remarkable
achievement, stating, “I
have always been pas-
sionate about the dy-
namics of digital
spaces and bodies.
I took a chance
and pitched my
research propos-
al to a professor

abroad, and they loved it. This
boosted my confidence, and I be-
gan exploring options that aligned
with my interests. I received posi-
tive responses from various insti-
tutions, but financial constraints
hindered my admission process.
Consequently, I had to defer of-
fers from the University of Bristol
and the University of East Anglia.
However, when this scholarship
offer came through, I seized the
opportunity without hesitation.”
Arathy S B, a native from Chath-
anoor, Kollam completed her
undergraduate studies at Sree
Narayana College, Kollam. She
subsequently pursued post-grad-
uation in Journalism and Mass
Communication at the Uni-
versity of Calicut, where
she also qualified for the
Junior Research Fellow-
ship (JRF). Arathy’s ded-
ication and commitment
to her field have now
propelled her onto the in-
ternational stage as she
embarks on her pi-
oneering research
in digital sociol-
ogy at the Uni-
versity of Shef-
field in the UK.

Calicut inaugurates the new labs in the Department of Chemistry

Chemistry

Department

boosts research with

six new labs

Muhammed Niyas P N
Nitha Febin CV

Campus: In a significant stride
towards advancing scientific re-
search and fostering innovation,
Prof M K Jayaraj, Vice-Chancel-
lor, University of Calicut inau-
gurated six state-of-the-art labo-
ratories within the Department
of Chemistry. The laboratories
are equipped with latest technol-
ogy and are tailored to facilitate
research in advanced and inno-
vative domains of chemistry and
related fields.

The six laboratories, namely the
Organic and Biomolecular Chem-

istry Laboratory, Green Graphene

Laboratory, Solar and Electro-
chemical Energ Laboratory,
Computational Cﬁemistry MOJ-
elling and Simulation Laboratory,
Supramolecular Chemistry Lab-
oratory, and Environmental and
Sustainable Chemistry Laborato-
ry, are developed under the purse-
aid scheme of the central govern-
ment of India.

The Registrar of the Universi-
ty, Dr E K Satheesh, presided
over the inaugural ceremony.
Department Head Dr Rajeev S
Menon, syndicate members Dr P
P Pradyumnan and Dr T Vasu-
mathi, Finance Officer N A Abdul
Rasheed, and Dr Abraham Joseph
attended the function.

Aksharas musical feast

A memorable tribute
to Chithra

Anjana T
Ali Adnan M

Kozhikode: Akshara Viswanath,
a first year student in the Depart-
ment of Journalism and Mass
Communication at the Univer-
sity of Calicut, mesmerized the
audience with her captivating
musical performance at the Cali-
cut Town Hall in August of this
year. The event was organized to
celebrate the 60" birthday of the
renowned singer K S Chithra. Ti-
tled “Chithra @ 60,” the event was
orchestrated by the Chithra Song
Lovers Association and Impress
Media as a heartfelt tribute to the
singer, KS Chithra, who turned
60 this year. Akshara Viswanath
graced the stage as a guest sing-
er, providing the audience with
an  unforgettable experience.
Amidst the whirlwind of Onam
celebrations, in front of a packed
audience, Akshara rendered near-
ly 30 songs by KS Chithra, which
are deeply embedded in the hearts
of Keralites. The program com-
menced with Chithra’s debut son
‘Rajani Parayu’ and conclude
with her National Award-winning
track ‘Karmukil Varnante Chun-
dil” Reflecting on her participa-
tion, Akshara shared, “It was in-
deed a blessing for me to be part

The soulful: Akshara Viswanath performing at Chithra @60, a musical
tribute to K S Chithra at Calicut town hall

of this program, where Chithra
herself joined online to convey her
wishes.” Akshara’s performance
was a continuation of a program
held in 2021 when 58 songs were
compiled and released on Ak-
shara’s YouTube channel as a mu-
sical gift for Chithra’s 58" birthday.

Akshara Viswanath reciding in
Calicut, has started her musi-
cal journey at the age of 5. Since
then she started studying Karnat-
ic music under the guidance of
Thamarakkad Krishnan Namboo-
diri. She has also learned various
music genres like classical music,
light music, mappilappattu, kath-
akali sangeetham, gazals and film

songs. She has been a contestant
in Media One Pathinalam Ravu
season 4. Akshara secured A
grade in urdu gazal in 2017 Kerala
State School Kalolsavam and also
secured 1st prize in Mappilap-
pattu at Interzone Kalolsavam in
2020. She had also released many
musical albums and cover songs
on YouTube. Akshara complet-
ed her degree from St. Joseph’ s
College, Devagiri and B Ed from
National College for Teacher Ed-
ucation. She has been performing
in public stage shows for 10 years
and has got chances to sing with
many great musicians.
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