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COURSE II: CINEMA AND TERRORISM 

Module I -Terrorism 

Defining terrorism- UN Security Council Resolution 1566- brief history of terrorism- First Wave, Second 

Wave, Third Wave, Fourth Wave- aspects and nature- causes of terrorism- religious militants- discourse 

of ideology- marker of identity.  

Module II- Media and Terrorism 

Media and terrorism- terrorism and freedom of press- recommendations to media personnel on 

coverage of terrorist attacks. Terrorism as a communication process.  

Recommended Readings:  

Matusitz, J. Terrorism and Communication: A Critical Introduction. USA: Sage Publications, 2013. 

Saksena, N. S. Terrorism History and Facets in the World and in India. New Delhi: Abhinav Publications, 

1985. 

Module III- Films and Terrorism 

Cinema as mirror of society- History of cinematic terrorism - Hollywood-style, heroic/War-on-Terror 

narrative vs the critical, Third Cinema-style film. 

Recommended Readings:  

Augé, Étienne. (2002). Hollywood Movies: Terrorism 101. Cercles 5 : 147-163 <www.cercles.com>.  

Martin, Elaine. (2011). Terrorism in film media: An international view of theatrical films. Journal of War 

& Culture Studies, 4:2, 207-222.  

Module IV- Narrating Terror 

Images and construction of terrorism. Constructing Images of Nations. Violence, Credibility, Reality. 

Recommended Readings:  

Carl Boggs & Tom Pollard. (2006). Hollywood and the Spectacle of Terrorism. New Political Science, 

28:3, 335-351, DOI: 10.1080/07393140600856151 

McSweeney, Terence. The 'War on Terror' and American Film: 9/11 Frames Per Second. Edinburgh 

University Press, 2016. 

 

 

 

 


