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Campus:  The universi ty 
adorns a festive air all around, 
as hopes, expectations and 
optimism ride high. Finally, 
the big day has arrived. And 
all eyes are on the National 
Assessment and Accreditation 
Council (NAAC) peer team 
led by  ProfSudhir Gavhane, 
well-known  academician, 
that reached the campus and 
is on visit for three days from 
September 15 for the fourth 
cycle assessment. UoC is the 
first university in the state to 
face fourth cycle appraisal. 

The university has worked 
steadily over the past five 
years and focused attention 
on various dimensions such 
as innovative student-centred 
learning approaches, research, 
publications, consultancy, 
international collaborations, 
infrastructure and so on. 
Students are the focal point of 
all the endeavours. Offering 

horizontal mobility for courses 
through Choice-based Credit 
Semester System (CCSS) 
ensures an interdisciplinary 
holistic approach to education. 
Online and blended classrooms 
tap the potential of digital 
media for education with smart 
class facilities.

Students can give digital 
feedback on the faculty, 
syllabus, academic framework, 
and offer suggestions. The 
transparent and anonymous 
nature of this feedback makes 
it a useful tool. Syllabus 
revision in tune with industry 
requirements and global 
trends has been prioritized.
The industry-academia linkage 
is yielding fruitful results.
Placement cells in departments 
have coordinated job fairs. 
‘Radio CU’ the first campus 
radio, ever established on a 
university campus in Kerala, 
is making waves across the 
academic community as it 
builds bonds through relevant 
and timely programmes in an 

NAAC 
Team 
Visits 

Campus

Leading from 
the Front
“We are optimistic of securing 

the coveted A++ grade 
as we have left no stone unturned 
in our efforts.” The university is 
hoping for a significant rise from 
the current A grade secured in 
the 2016 cycle. There is a flurry 
of activity in and around the campus as 
it gears up for the fourth cycle of NAAC 
assessment. 

Beauty Meets Quality 
This university is truly unique and we face the NAAC 

with confidence hoping for the best.I believe that 
an A++ will be a recognition for the consistent 

hard work and creative ingenuity poured into 
every nook and corner of this campus. All 
efforts are in sync with the contemporary 
global education scenario and we are moving 
ahead of the times in enriching infrastructure, 
administration and education. The five hundred 

acres of greenery and rich biodiversity, including a 
notable botanical garden, park and a unique touch 
and feel garden, creatively designed to cater for the 
visually challenged are the pride of the university.   

Prof  Sivadasan P (Director, IQAC)

Abhijith M,  Ajay V V

Campus: School of Folklore 
Studies, University of Calicut in 
association with Kerala Folklore 
Academy and Folklore Society 
of South Indian Languages 
celebrated international folklore 
day on 22nd and 23rd of August 
2022. 

V i c e  C h a n c e l l o r  P r o f 
M K Jayaraj  inaugurated 
the celebration and  O S 
Unnikrishnan, Chairperson, 
Folklore Academy chaired.  Delhi 
University Professor Umadevi 
delivered keynote address. 
Prof Aju K Narayanan, Prof  O 
Muthaiah, Dr Jisha C K spoke on 
the occasion.  

Rakteswari Teyyam  performed 
by Haridasan K K and team, 
and a folk-dance drama led 
by Kezhillam Unnikrishnan 
enthralled the audience. 

Folklore Day
Observed
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Campus: With sumptuous sadhya, sweet payasam 
and colorful pookkalams, University of Calicut 
celebrated Onam, the harvest festival of Kerala with 
much pomp and gaiety. For the campus community 
this Onam was special as it was celebrated after two 
years hiatus  due to Covid restrictions and devastating  
floods  in previous years. Students and teachers, 
staff unions and art clubs celebrated the festival with 
onappattu, chendamelam, musical chair, uriyadi, 
oonjal, and grand and splendid sadhyavattom adorned 
with upperis, pappadams and variety of payasams 
served on banana leaf. 

The newly launched Radio CU celebrated its first 
Onam visiting the departments with  a specially 
arranged Maveli and capturing the festive mood from 
across the campus. During Onam day the radio aired 
special programmes.

Onam 
Celebrated

Vice Chancellor Prof  M K Jayaraj posing for a selfie with Maveli

Prof M K Jayaraj (Vice Chancellor)

Vice Chancellor Prof M K Jayaraj receives Prof Sudheer Gavhane, Chairman, NAAC peer team  
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AAn air of celebration pervades n air of celebration pervades 
the sports arena of Calicut the sports arena of Calicut 

University. As accolades and University. As accolades and 
laurels pour in from various laurels pour in from various 
quarters our young sportsters quarters our young sportsters 
can rightfully bask in the glory can rightfully bask in the glory 
of their achievements for, they of their achievements for, they 
have done the university and the have done the university and the 
nation proud. nation proud. 

The university improved The university improved 
its winning streak by bagging its winning streak by bagging 
four All India titles; in men's four All India titles; in men's 
football, handball, volleyball football, handball, volleyball 
a n d  w o m e n ’ s  b a s e b a l l . a n d  w o m e n ’ s  b a s e b a l l . 
Regaining the handball crown Regaining the handball crown 
on the home turf after twenty-on the home turf after twenty-
five years was a memorable five years was a memorable 
occasion. They created history occasion. They created history 
as it was the first time that any as it was the first time that any 
university simultaneously won university simultaneously won 
both football and handball in both football and handball in 
the same year. The first place the same year. The first place 

for women’s baseball brought for women’s baseball brought 
them into the national limelight them into the national limelight 
and gave them a platform to and gave them a platform to 
showcase their achievements. showcase their achievements. 

Moreover, seven second Moreover, seven second 
positions at the national level positions at the national level 
and prizes in other events such and prizes in other events such 
as netball, softball, athletics as netball, softball, athletics 
too are a reflection of their too are a reflection of their 
pivotal position in the national pivotal position in the national 
university sports scenario. university sports scenario. 

T h e s e  o u t s t a n d i n g T h e s e  o u t s t a n d i n g 
achievements are not a flash in achievements are not a flash in 
the pan as they are the result of the pan as they are the result of 
meticulous planning, hard work meticulous planning, hard work 
and improvements in our sports and improvements in our sports 
infrastructure opines Dr Sakeer infrastructure opines Dr Sakeer 
Hussain, Director, Physical Hussain, Director, Physical 
Education, University of Calicut. Education, University of Calicut. 
The university has a rich heritage The university has a rich heritage 
of giving importance to sports. of giving importance to sports. 
He recalls how in 1971 itself He recalls how in 1971 itself 
Dr M M Ghani, the first Vice Dr M M Ghani, the first Vice 
Chancellor of Calicut University Chancellor of Calicut University 
and first sports Director E K and first sports Director E K 

Jacob envisaged the need for Jacob envisaged the need for 
sports infrastructure and laid sports infrastructure and laid 
the foundation to build CHMK the foundation to build CHMK 
stadium, the largest natural stadium, the largest natural 
stadium in India. The university stadium in India. The university 
also boasts of a spacious playing also boasts of a spacious playing 
field, two tracks, two football field, two tracks, two football 
courts, an indoor stadium an courts, an indoor stadium an 
international aquatic complex international aquatic complex 
and a gallery with a seating and a gallery with a seating 
capacity of one lakh. capacity of one lakh. 

The social commitment of The social commitment of 
the university is reflected in the university is reflected in 
the innovative project Ladder the innovative project Ladder 
which seeks to identify talented which seeks to identify talented 
young children from Malabar young children from Malabar 
and support them with the long-and support them with the long-
term vision of bringing up a new term vision of bringing up a new 
generation of sports stars. The generation of sports stars. The 
collective efforts of the players, collective efforts of the players, 
coaches and authorities have coaches and authorities have 
yielded rich dividends as they yielded rich dividends as they 
continue their saga of triumph continue their saga of triumph 
and glory.and glory.
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The past two and a half years have shown what 
a technological boom is like and it has been a 

wake-up call for many. The pandemic has forced us 
to do things online.  The period witnessed a surge in 
E-learning, which led to the emergence of a digital-
education marketing. This boom gives rise to new 
questions regarding the safety of personal data. 
The digital natives are more concerned about their 
privacy as they live both their academic and personal 
life online. In 2021, the IFF (Internet Freedom 
Foundation) Report on data privacy found that the 
privacy of lakhs of students hailing from various 
educational streams were on sale, with vital contact 
information available to interested online parties to 
market themselves for a nominal amount. It is even 
more shocking to notice the ease of availability of 
such sensitive information online, only to benefit the 
advertisers and the 'edtech' platforms.

This violates the basic fundamental right- the 
Right to Privacy- and takes away the consent and 
choice. Section 43 A of the Information Technology 
(Amendment) Act, 2008 holds establishments 
accountable for failing to implement “reasonable 
security practices and procedures.” Yet there is no 
widespread concern over the issue of data breaches and 
our data are subject to various forms of exploitation 
again and again. All of these reinforce the point that 
it is high time we need to fortify our laws around 
the Internet and digital security, especially in the 
context of fast growing digital environment, where 
information becomes the biggest soft power.

It is equally important to become aware of the 
threats and challenges that await us in the digital 
world. The digital citizens should look back on 
what they share about themselves on the digital and 
new media platforms. It drives home the point that 
the educational institutions should incorporate the 
concept of media literacy as part of their curriculum, 
which enables learners to critically look at the way 
the digtial world functions.

Chronicle, the lab newspaper of the Journalism 
and Mass Communication department 
occupies a special place in the memories of 
the alumni. It is close to the heart as there 
are so many episodes linked to bringing out 
this newspaper that linger on in the minds. 
Here is a peep into the yesteryears of the 
Chronicle with a humorous anecdote from 
the 1990’s which brings a smile to our lips 
even after decades.

Our alumni have scaled new heights and 
made their mark in the media scenario 
worldwide, yet they hold their alma mater 

close to their heart, and recall fondly 
memories of this institution which was a 
milestone in their lives. At the department we 
cherish our close bonds with our alumni and 
this narrative by Sajan P K, Vice President-
Communications at Global Alliance for 
Mass Entrepreneurship, is a celebration 
of this academia-industry linkage. Sajan 
reminisces an incident involving his friends 
amidst the deadline pressure of bringing out 
the newspaper and the lessons learnt.

Chronicle 
Memories to 
Cherish

Coordinator 
Ajay V V

Editorial 
Mathusree Menon, Riya John Richard 

Chief  Editor
Dr Muhammadali N
Executive Editors
Dr Lakshmi Pradeep
Dr Nuaiman K A
Dr Anupama K P
Mr Raju C V

Design Consultant
Maneesh M P

Though the Calicut University Chronicle was being brought out as a fortnightly, we 
were put through a pagination rigour of a daily news desk, with one or two students 

assigned a page each to be done from start to finish within 12 hours or so. One such sultry 
day in the 1990s, when we used to mimic editorial time pressure, keeping everyone on 
their toes to send the next issue to the press, a classmate who was prone to instinctive 
excursions of a wide-ranging nature, went out for a tea break. Instead of returning in a 
bit, he sent in a cryptic hand-written message that read something like, “Comrades, I am 
leaving for Madras with a friend. Please feel free to take over my work!” Imagine that 
happening to a news desk in the real world! Like the good friends we all were, a couple 
of us took the extra assignment in our stride and cooked up a story to shield our dear 
train-borne friend from any reprimand that could befall due to his unapproved absence. 

 The newspaper was released as scheduled, but the interesting story of the friend who 
walked out of the newsroom went unchronicled. It later turned out that fear started 
gripping the friend and his companion when they were nearing Chennai (then Madras) 
the next morning as they both were traveling ticketless and sighted the TTE a few 
coaches away. They got down at an unknown station probably close to Chennai Central, 
found some good Samaritans to fund their return journey and reached Kozhikode back 
the following day. 

 At that age, it sounded scary to me, and I never asked our friend why he did it. But 
nuggets of insights appear in retrospect. Journalism is not always about adherence to 
deadlines; one should also risk it occasionally to answer that instinctive urge to explore 
the unknown.  

 
(Sajan PK is from the 1993-95 batch of MCJ and is a Corporate Communications 
professional with experience across media, academia, and the technology industry. 
He is currently the Vice President-Communications at Global Alliance for Mass 
Entrepreneurship, Bangalore.)

Weary Vigilance

DOWN MEMORY LANE

VIEWPOINT
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How has journalism evolved 
from a newspaper which 
took days and weeks to 
reach its audience to the 
present-day journalism 
where everything is at the 
fingertip of the audience? 
The Journalism department 
of Calicut University throws 
light on this question by 
establishing a Newseum. 
“The Newseum is similar 
to a museum. It records 
the evolution of equipment 
used in news production 
including typewriters, 

A Museum
of News

voice recorders, film cameras 
of different generations, 
computers, slide projectors, and 
overhead projectors said Dr 
Muhammadali N, head of the 
department. 

The Newseum is composed 
of a wide range of equipment 
since 1978, when the 
department was established. 
The state plan grant (SPG) was 
provided for this project and 
is located at the Journalism 
department. All items are finely 
curated and arranged on glass 
shelves. 

Sarika K K, a Journalism 

student from Calicut 
University shared her 
excitement about Newseum 
in her Instagram page. “When 
I stepped into the department 
of Journalism, I was attracted 

by the Newseum. It was a 
peep into the past and linked 
to my three years of studying 
history. I am fascinated by 
the cameras of a bygone era 
and how they captured reality 

without mixing colours.”  The 
Newseum is an attraction 
for many on the campus; 
while it is a curiosity for the 
youngsters, it is nostalgia for 
the older generation.

NEWSEUM

	
Campus: The number of 
beneficiaries who used the 
service of CDMRP (Community 
Disability Management 
Rehabilitation Programme) of 
Calicut University, a beacon of 
hope for the differently abled 
children, crossed ten thousand 
recently, yet another golden 
feather in the cap of globally 
recognized project of the 
University of Calicut. In 2017,  
UNESCO recognized CDMRP 
instituting a special chair, the 
first of its kind in any university 
in the state. 

CDMRP initiative was 
introduced by Prof (retd) C 
Jayan, department of Psychology 
in the year 2015 and later funded 
by Social Justice department of 
Kerala government.The project 
is focused on identifying the 
special talents of these children, 
training them and enabling them 
to be independent and self-
sufficient. CDMRP integrates the 
activities like training programs, 
research cell and various 
disability management and 
rehabilitation services including 
prevention, early intervention, 
treatment and psychological 
rehabilitation. The programme 

is currently functioning 
successfully in its nodal 
centre at Calicut University 
campus, Thenhipalam along 
with 10 community centers in 
the districts of Malappuram, 
Kozhikode and Kannur. 

CDMRP has a 
multidisciplinary team of 
physiotherapists, speech 
therapists, clinical psychologists, 
special educators, vocational 
trainers well versed with the 
modern developments in this 
area. Many facilities in the 
campus are being utilized by 
CDMRP including University 
Park, Botanical Garden and 
swimming pool. The project is 
implemented for children below 
eight years. The vocational 
training programme aims at 
children above 18 years.  

The department of Psychology, 
University of Calicut conducts 
special research as part of 
CDMRP and use the finding for 
creative intervention in managing 
the issues of the disabled. 
Recently, CDMRP initiated a 
special cafe called Ability Cafe, 
small tea shops run by trained 
differently abled persons.  

CDMRP: A Vision 
and a Dream

Campus : University community 
organized a reception in honour 
of Faiz Ashraf, who is pedaling 
to London from Kerala. 
Vice Chancellor Prof M K 
Jayaraj and Registrar Dr E 
K Satish received Faiz at the 
Administrative Block. Dr T 
L Soni, NSS Coordinator, 
university staff and students 
participated in the event. 

Faiz who set out on his journey 
from Thiruvananthapuram 
on Independence Day has 
been visiting educational 

institutions en route. He will 
pedal through 35 countries, 
covering 30000 kms, before 
he arrives at London, his 
destination.

 
Faiz hopes to spread the 

message of healthcare, world 
peace and zero carbon through 
his expedition. He took the time 
to share his travel itinerary and 
details with the campus radio. 

His wife Dr Azmin Faiz will 
accompany Faiz to Mangalore.

CU Welcomes  
Cyclist Faiz
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Campus:Campus: Amidst the ongoing  Amidst the ongoing 
busy constructions and concrete busy constructions and concrete 
structures of the campus, the structures of the campus, the 
department of Environmental department of Environmental 
Science  introduced the idea Science  introduced the idea 
of building a Miyawaki forest. of building a Miyawaki forest. 
Vice Chancellor Vice Chancellor Prof Prof M K M K 
JayJayaaraj inaugurated the project raj inaugurated the project   
of 4,350 sq. ft. of 4,350 sq. ft. 

Started out as a student Started out as a student 
initiative, the project is based initiative, the project is based 
on the concept of the patch on the concept of the patch 
fores t  method.  Japanese fores t  method.  Japanese 
Botanist Akira Miyawaki Botanist Akira Miyawaki 
introduced and developed the introduced and developed the 
Miyawaki method, a practice Miyawaki method, a practice 
of restoring lands with natural of restoring lands with natural 
forests using native seeds and forests using native seeds and 
saplings. Unlike normal forests, saplings. Unlike normal forests, 
Miyawaki forests grow quickly Miyawaki forests grow quickly 
in small areas with thickly in small areas with thickly 
packed trees and shrubs. The packed trees and shrubs. The 
Miyawaki project at the campus Miyawaki project at the campus 
is set up in the area surrounding is set up in the area surrounding 
the Madhava space observatory.the Madhava space observatory.

 “This is one of the less  “This is one of the less 
vulnerable spaces in the campus vulnerable spaces in the campus 
which is not under the threat which is not under the threat 
of construction works,” says of construction works,” says 

For Green Campus, It's 
Miyawaki Turn

Nandhakumar, a botanical Nandhakumar, a botanical 
research scholar and one of research scholar and one of 
the spearheads of the initiative. the spearheads of the initiative. 
“The plants here range to around “The plants here range to around 
140 species, from normal food 140 species, from normal food 
plants like Spanish cherries to plants like Spanish cherries to 
medicinal herbs like Lakshmi medicinal herbs like Lakshmi 
Tharu. The university provided Tharu. The university provided 
ground support in acquiring ground support in acquiring 
land to support irrigation. “We land to support irrigation. “We 
see a scientific method in the see a scientific method in the 
Miyawaki response of plants Miyawaki response of plants 
towards the project,” says towards the project,” says 
Nandhakumar. Prof C C Harilal, Nandhakumar. Prof C C Harilal, 
Miyawaki project coordinator Miyawaki project coordinator 
and head of the department and head of the department 
of Environmental Science of Environmental Science 
along with the students of the along with the students of the 
department put in dedicated department put in dedicated 
effort to convert the land effort to convert the land 
suitable for Miyawaki growth. suitable for Miyawaki growth. 
Almost 300 saplings hatched Almost 300 saplings hatched 
in the plant nursery here were in the plant nursery here were 
used for planting. Benefits of used for planting. Benefits of 
such forests include a clean and such forests include a clean and 
green atmosphere and a better green atmosphere and a better 
lung space to the campus. lung space to the campus. 

Prof C C Harilal, Head, Prof C C Harilal, Head, 
Environmental Science and Dr Environmental Science and Dr 
E K Satheesh, Registrar of the E K Satheesh, Registrar of the 
university were present at the university were present at the 
inaugural function.inaugural function.

SSisira K Visira K V

Campus:Campus:  The University of 
Calicut has won the District Green 
Champion Award, instituted by 
the Mahatma Gandhi National 
Council of Rural Education 
(MGNCRE), Union Ministry of 
Education.

The prize is given as part of the 
Central government's 'Swachhta 
Expansion and Awareness 
Campaign.' The criteria for 
selecting Green Champions from 
each district in India are best 
practices in sanitation, hygiene, 
and waste management.

The prize was given to the The prize was given to the 
university for undertaking university for undertaking 
e f f o r t s  t o  c o n s e r v e  i t s e f f o r t s  t o  c o n s e r v e  i t s 
biodiversity and vegetation, biodiversity and vegetation, 
as well as for programmes to as well as for programmes to 
limit the use of plastic. The limit the use of plastic. The 
university has undertaken university has undertaken 
numerous projects such as numerous projects such as 

cooperating with Thenjipalam cooperating with Thenjipalam 
Panchayat's 'Harithakarmasena' Panchayat's 'Harithakarmasena' 
for solid waste collection. It has for solid waste collection. It has 
formed a Green Committee to formed a Green Committee to 
develop environment friendly develop environment friendly 
projects, and raise awareness. projects, and raise awareness. 
The university initiated various The university initiated various 
programmes to make the campus programmes to make the campus 
more energy efficient.more energy efficient.

The committee praised the The committee praised the 
25-acre Botanical Garden, 25-acre Botanical Garden, 
which protects endangered plant which protects endangered plant 
species, the rainwater collection species, the rainwater collection 
and recycling system, the use of and recycling system, the use of 
solar energy, and the attractive solar energy, and the attractive 
University Park, which is open University Park, which is open 
to the public for free.to the public for free.

Dr John E Thoppil, Dr A K Dr John E Thoppil, Dr A K 
Pradeep, Dr  Santosh Nambi, Pradeep, Dr  Santosh Nambi, 
Rtd. Professor Dr M Sabu, Prof Rtd. Professor Dr M Sabu, Prof 
C C Harilal, Dr  C  Gopinathan, C C Harilal, Dr  C  Gopinathan, 
and Dr  Muhamed are the and Dr  Muhamed are the 
primary coordinators of the primary coordinators of the 
Green Campus initiatives.Green Campus initiatives.

Green 
Champion
Award for C U

Amaldas N

Campus :Sreeranjini H R from the 
department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication bagged 3 gold 
medals in Javelin throw recently. 
She proved her mettle in the Senior 
athletic meet, Neeraj Chopra Javelin 
State meet and 17th Interclub State 
athletic championship. She is 
practicing at the university synthetic 
stadium under Geesh Kumar, a 
well-known sportsman, who was 
earlier an international pole vault 
record holder. 

Sreeranjini made her foray 
into sports at a young age, 
encouraged by her mother 
Rekha, a school teacher 
and a sports enthusiast. 
She initially started with 
high jump and secured 
medals,  but later 
on after an injury, 
shifted to her true 
calling, Javelin 
throw. And there 
was no looking 
back as she 
reaches out 
f o r  t h e 
stars!

Golden Girl



Ajay V V

Campus: Dr C Gopinathan, 
Associate Professor,  Department of 
Biotechnology, has bagged a process 
patent for Solid Stage Fermentation, 
a novel method for the production of 
penicillin from rotten fruits at a low 
cost. 

The new method enables the low-
cost production of penicillin on a 
commercial basis. "It will be more 
useful for both developing and 
underdeveloped countries, because 
they can produce penicillin at a 
low cost. In countries like India a 
massive amount of fruit goes as 

waste which can be converted to 
penicillin through the SSF method", 
says Dr C Gopinathan. 

The technique involves growing 
penicillin-producing mold from 
rotten or waste fruits. Penicillin 
is produced using solid-state 
fermentation process, with organic 
waste as a medium. Fruits such as 
rotten grapes and lemons are crushed 
to form a paste and mixed with bran 
and rice husk charcoal. Penicillin 
mold grows on this mixture and 
attains full growth in a week,and 
then the penicillin molecule can 
be isolated. The current method 
of penicillin production involves 
the use of submerged fermentation 

technology in bioreactors, the cost 
of which is very high. It requires 
expensive raw materials like 
glucose and lactose. Additionally, 
the bioreactors compatible with 
these raw materials are expensive. 
Dr  C  Gopinathan is optimistic 
that pharmaceutical companies will 
approach him for the use of this 
innovative technology.

Dr C Gopinathan also got another 
patent in the year 2017 for producing 
organic pesticides from Bacteria 
for mosquito decimation. His main 
interest is waste management, so 
he also came up with an idea of 
producing electricity from bio-waste.
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Water Polo  
Title for 
Calicut
  
Amaldas N

C a m p u s :  C a l i c u t 
University wins the All 
India Men’s Water Polo 
Champions h ip  a f t e r 
a closely fought final 
against Kerala University 
with a score of 15-13. The 
coveted prize came to the 
university after a long 
gap of 7 years. Calcutta 
University secured the third 
position by overcoming 
MG University. Calicut 
Universi ty’s  Ashwin 
bagged the best player 
award in the championship. 
J C Madhukumar and 
Unnikrishnan Nair were 
the coaches.

Kavyanjana V S 
Looha Daya P V

Campus: Department of History, 
University of Calicut  establishes 
a new mission, Digital Archives. 
"This is the first time in Kerala's 
history that  a  universi ty 
department has established a 
digital archive," stated Prof 
Sivadasan P, department of 
History. Ahammed Devarkovil, 
Minister of Archieves and 
Archeology, Govt of Kerala 
officially launched the venture 
in January this year. 

The Digital Archives provides 
a digital platform for accessing 
several archive sources, palm 
leaves, and archaeological 
publ ica t ions .  "Whenever 
a state suffers a crisis, the 
administration always turns back 
in time and studies how such a 

crisis was handled," opines Prof 
Sivadasan P. He emphasises the 
significance of remembering 
history and protecting it. 

The digital source is available 
on the university's official 
website under the title 'Kerala 
History Digital Archives.' 
Anyone from anywhere can 
simply access the archive 
sources on kha.uoc.ac.in.

The department's Archives 
houses numerous documents 
and collections of original 
manuscripts. Over the last 55 
years, faculty members and 
students have acquired these 
from various individuals and 
through fieldwork. 

The department also started an 
'Oral History' initiative, which 
includes interviewing various 
persons and keeping a record of 
the same because everyone has 
a tale to tell.

History Archive Goes Digital

Minister Ahmed Devarkovil addressing the gathering after 
launching Digital Archives

Penicillin from Rotten Fruits, CU Teacher Bags Patent 

FactLab to  
Break the Fake 
Ajay V V

Campus:  Department of Journalism and Mass Communication instituted 
FactLab, a fact-checking initiative to restrict the spread of disinformation 
and fake reports, to filter out and check for trustworthiness in news content. 
FactLab is the state's first-of-its-kind initiative, led by the university. The 
students associated with FactLab now being trained by different agencies 
like Google News Initiative GNI -India, DataLeads, Fact Shala etc. The 
department conducted two training workshops, one by Habeeb Rahman 
Y P, a Fact Shala trainer and another one by Ananthapathmanabhan, a 
podcast producer at Scicle Podcast Production and Trainer at Google News 
Initiative India Training Network, on the topics 'Debunking Fake News- Fact 
Checking and Verification,' and 'Audio Verification and Climate Change 
Data Verification' respectively. 
Fact lab has a team of UGC sponsored research fellows who are  working on 
digital news in post truth era. They collect doubtful stories from the public 
and check with fact verification parameters and software, and publish them 
in collaboration with websites like NewsMeter, a web based fact verification 
portal. 
"We are planning to develop our application for publishing stories and also 
plan to launch a media literacy campaign to sensitize public into the hazards 
of misinformation. The University already sanctioned grant for training 
programmes, and the formal inauguration of the FactLab will be held in 
October first week after the initial training programmes are over," said Dr 
Muhammadali N, head of the department.  

Campus for a Makeover 
Sreenath C G

Campus: The new gate and four-lane pathway under construction on the western 
side will offer a major makeover for the university campus. The new road 
and gate are built as the old gate was demolished as part of widening the 
national highway. As per the plan the new road from the national high way 
to administration block starts from the second curve near the police station. 
National highway construction firm KNRCL already started the pathway 
consturction as per the blueprint approved by the engineering department. 
The niversity will prepare the design for the gate soon, said Jayan Padassery, 
university engineer in charge.

Engineers design for the new four-lane road to administration 
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C a m p u s : T h e  T h u n j a n 
Manuscripts Repository of the 
University came up with the idea 
of having a clinic for palmleaf 
manuscripts. The conservation 
clinic opened by the repository 
aims to preserve and maintain 
ancient scripts which are of 
historical significance. 

The repository currently 
preserves more than 8000 

palmleaf manuscripts. They 
include Thirunizhalmala,  a 
13th  century Malayalam 
poem, and Kanakkadhikaram,  
a primitive data on Kerala's 
mathematical system. Some 
of the scripts are collected 
f rom ancient  Kshatr iya 
families and households 
of historical backgrounds. 
Manju E P,  the director of 
the repository says, "many 
are reluctant to hand over the 
scripts to others, and the scripts 

may have been lost or damaged 
as their  conservation is 
difficult.  Anyone who intends 
to conserve the manuscripts 
can approach the clinic."  

The clinic will be a permanent 
place for ancient data. It also 
provides expert opinion on 
preserving age-old documents.
The repository is now exploring 
the possibilities for digitally 
saving the manuscripts.

Abhijith M

Campus: A girl sings and performs to 
conserve bamboo plants,  a blind student 
fights to overcome his 'limits'.. Sajeed 
Naduthody,  a part time research scholar 
at the department of JMC, and programme 
producer at EMMRC documents the 
vitality of life and the subtlty of human 
emotions.  Sajeed, a native of Othukkungal 
in Malappuram districtv came to limelight 
when his documentary films gained national 
and international accolades.  
After gaining PG from the department of 
JMC, Calicut University, he started his 
career as a print media journalist, but soon 
realized his passion for telling stories and 
depicting lives. His stint with EMMRC at 
the University of Calicut gave wings for his 
dreams.

"When it comes to making documentaries 
we have been following a usual format. I 
always strive to break the cliched pattern 
and do something novel. So,  I used to focus 
mostly on the treatment part," says Sajeed. 
His documentaries like 'Bamboo Ballads' 
which won many recognitions including the 
award for best eding at Mumbai International 
Film Festival (MIFF 2022), and 'A Diary  on 
Blindness' which bagged the Kerala State 

Television Award for Best Documentary 
Director stand true to his words as they are 
distinct and exemplary in terms of style, craft 
and narration. 

Apart from depicting the struggles and 
realities of human lives, his documentaries 
explored the importance of nature 
conservation as well as the inextricable link 
between environment and development. 
'Mangroves : Nature's Hardy Foot Soldiers, 
and 'Vembanattu Lake: The Vanishing 
Beauty' are some of his works that raise 
perturbing questions regarding the way 
we treat our nature and its resources. And 
'Bamboo Ballads' perfectly blends both- 
human feelings and the question of nature.   
He has scripted and directed documentaries 
and educational video programmes for 
'Swayamprabha,' DTH Television channel 
of MHRD,  and developed online course 
contents for SWAYAM platform. He bagged 
more than 50 national and international 
awards. 

Sajeed has taken his passion for the 
visual medium to another level when he 
joined for a part time PhD programme at 
the department of JMC with the topic that 
looks at how the latest digital technologies 
transform the aesthetics of making films.

Documentary 
Man 

"I love to 
document 
human lives 
and want my 
subjects to be 
real in their 
emotions."  
and feelings." 

A 'Clinic' for Palmleaf Manuscripts

Vice Chancellor Prof  M K Jayaraj inaugurating palmleaf manuscript clinic

Ajay V V, Aflah Al Zaman 

Campus:  "The media is only 
free when it itself has  the right 
to free speech and expression." 
Sebastian Paul,  eminent media 
critic, responded to a question 
during the opening session of 
the 9-day Industry-Academia 
Interface lecture series hosted 
by the department of Journalism 
and Mass Communication, 
University of Calicut.  The 
lecture series enabled the 
academic  communi ty  to 
understand the media through a 
hands-on approach. The series 
ran from August 3rd through 
August 17th. Each session 
was graced by the presence of 
notable speakers from various 
disciplines of the media.

Sebastian Paul talked with 
students on the issue of freedom 
of expression in India on the 
opening day of the lecture series, 
and he officially launched the 

department's first year post-
graduation classes. On the 
second day of the series, Dr 
C S Chandrika discussed 
f emin i sm and  answered 
participants' questions. Dr Hafiz 
Muhammad, short story writer 
and communication expert, 
spoke about features and fiction 
writing near the end of the series, 
while K A Shaji discussed the 
future of field reporting and how 
to make strong development 
stories. As part of the series, 
noted journalist Varun Ramesh 
offered his insights and current 
deve lopments  in  d ig i t a l 
storytelling.

The latter two sessions 
were held in conjunction with 
the 75th anniversary of the 
country's independence, where 
Binu Phalgunan interacted with 
students, and writer J Devika 
talked on the topic Deshyam, 
Kopam, Krodham.

Industry-Academia
Interface
Lecture Series

Ayyankali Chair 
Established
Jyothika Raj

Campus: The University of Calicut has opened a new chair 
in the name  of prominent social reformer and the man who 
devoted his life to the progress of the oppressed in Kerala, 
Mahatma Ayyankali, under the co-ordination of  department 
of History. Dr Satheesh P, Assistant Professor, department 
of History was appointed as the director of the chair and Dr. 
M T Narayanan as the visiting Professor. 

The main aim of the chair is to conduct workshops, training 
programmes and seminars  to materialize Ayyankali's vision 
and highlight his ideologies.
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